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4. Franking privileges will be accorded Diet members
for sending through the mail public documents printed
by order of the Diet and any mail matter of an official
nature. (In spite of objections that will be raised, this is
the cheapest and most effective means of educating the
Japanese public and various organizations concerning
the functions of the national legislature and the views
and voting record of their representatives.)
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for sending through the mail public documents printed
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9. Franking privileges
a. Diet members to be privileged to send through the
mails free of charge public documents printed by order
of the Diet and all other mail matter of an official

nature, under conditions to be prescribed by the Diet.
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Comparison between the suggestion of GHQ and the draft of the Diet Act on the

process of making the article 38 of “communications allowances”.

Jun Kitajima

Abstract

This paper is trying to review the law making process of the article 38 of “communications
allowances” (Diet members’ allowances for documents, communications, traveling and staying) in
comparison with the recommendation and suggestion of GHQ and the draft of the Diet Act (79™ Act of
1947), passed in March 1947, and lead the finding that the article was amended from GHQ’s expression
of “franking privileges” to “reimbursement of actual expenses” and from “mail only” to including

« T
communication’.

Keywords: Communications allowances, Diet members’ allowances for documents, communications,
traveling and staying Diet Act, Annual Payment Act, GHQ



