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Toward Establishing Project Design as an Academic Discipline

Hirohito Suzuki

Abstract

This paper provides a tentative assumption regarding project design as an academic discipline.

In order to take a long view of this concept, we focus on constructing project design. Specifically, this
paper analyzes the two words project and design, then decomposes project design as a sequence of four
Kanji (Chinese characters), and as a hiragana.

Consequently, a project not only has a meaning stemming from Buddhism. It also provides a
simultaneous corollary word that is imported from occidental civilization. Moreover, design designates
the process of creation and imagination in the mind.

As a Chinese character touching on project design, we extract the Buddhist and dynamic aspect of
the concept.

Throughout the effort of dealing with this assumption, we conclude that three aspects characterize
project design as an academic discipline.

First, the newness of the concept; second, its invisibility; and third, its dynamism.

The possibility of project design becoming an academic discipline is based on the mixture of these
three elements.

Keywords: newness, invisibility, dynamic aspect



