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The role of Japanese local commercial broadcasters in the age of mobilities

Junji Hashimoto

Abstract

This research investigates the relationships between rural-urban migration and media use, including
local hometown media use, in Japan. Firstly, literature on Japanese media environment and international
migrating audience are scrutinised. Secondly, both research outline and methodology are shown, which
account for how data collections were achieved. In this case, in-depth interviews were conducted with 20
respondents who have rural-urban migration experiences in Japan, and their transcripts are segmented
into four categories as in Modified Grounded Theory Approach (M-GTA) method. Thirdly, the
discussion section examines interviews according to three factors: mobility, daily media use and
individualisation, and relationships with local media. The conclusion of this research is that Japanese
local broadcasters should fill the “loop of local information” because a sense of belonging builds affinity
in people toward their origins and local hometown media, even after migrating to urban locations. It is
proposed that Japanese local broadcasters should deal with liquid audience.

Keywords: Japanese local commercial broadcasters, audience, depopulation, liquid modernity, mobilities



