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Current status and potential of training for policymaking in local

Minoru Makise

Abstract

For local governments to develop sustainably, it is necessary to have the staff must be oriented
toward policy. The “Policy Planning Training Program for Local Governments” is an effective method to
develop staff with policy-thinking skills. This training is a practical approach. This study raises “Policy
planning type local government training” through some examples.

Chapter 1 describes the background and purpose of this study. Chapter 2 briefly describes the type
of training; namely, These are (1) OJT, (2) Off-JT, and (3) self-development. Chapter 3 discusses the
legal basis for municipal training. The legal basis is divided into (1) laws, and ordinances, etc.

Chapter 4 briefly introduces examples of “Policy planning type local government training,” including
Iwata City and Higashiyamato City. Chapter 5 refers to the results common to each case study.
However, given that this study is a qualitative research, it raises several issues. In Chapter 6 contends
that “Policy planning type local government training” is important for a local government to transform
into a policy-based local government.

Keywords: policy making, policy thinking, training, Policy Planning Training Program for Local
Governments, policy-based local government
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