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Effects of the novel coronavirus infection (COVID-19)
on the daily life of orphaned students and their families (1)

—Family economics and impact on children’s education and future plans—

Hisayoshi Tomii

Abstract

This study elucidates the effects of the novel coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic that started in 2020
on orphaned students and their families. Data from a survey by Ashinaga on university- and high school-
aged orphaned children and their families from October 2020 to November 2020 were analyzed.

The results of the analysis revealed the following. (1) The pandemic had a severe impact on the family
finances of orphaned students and their families. Their income decreased and expenditure increased,
which were similar to those of other single parent-headed and general households. (2) However, despite
the impact on the family’s finances due to the COVID-19 pandemic, high school- or university-aged
orphaned children were not forced to make drastic changes in their educational or career plans. This
step could be attributed to the efforts of the surviving parent in ensuring that children pursue their
educational goals and various forms of support provided by the government, universities, and private

organizations.

Keywords: Novel coronavirus infection (COVID-19), orphaned studens, family economics, relative

poverty



