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Criminal responsibility of former director of MHPS at the case of bribery of foreign
public officials in Thailand: Tokyo High Court, Judgment, 21 July 2020

Jun Kitajima

Abstract

This paper is an examination of a July 21, 2020 judgment of the Tokyo High Court. The Tokyo
District Court ruled in the first instance (September 13, 2019) that a former director of Mitsubishi-
Hitachi Power Systems (MHPS), who was indicted on suspicion of violating Article 18 of the Unfair
Competition Prevention Act (bribery of foreign public officials) for bribing a Thailand government
official in connection with the construction of a thermal power plant in Thailand, was guilty of conspiracy
and sentenced to one year and six months in prison, suspended for three years. However, on July 21,
2020, the Tokyo High Court reversed the first trial and found that the former director was guilty of

aiding and abetting the crime of bribery of foreign public officials and imposed a fine of 2.5 million yen.

Keywords: Bribery of foreign public officials, Unfair Competition Prevention Act, Co-principal by reason
of conspiracy, Criminal facilitation, Crime of omission



