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What is non-teleological thinking:

A thinking way for advancing toward a desirable future

Toshiharu Taura

Abstract

In this article, the author would like to raise a fundamental question about setting “a purpose or an
aim” when we act. He wonders if there is a problem that we will only think or act within the scope of our
purpose. And in the first place, setting a purpose seems to be premised on the idea that both society and
humans have certain ideals, and they have, and should have, advanced toward them. However, is it not
necessary to question this premise itself? In this article, we will focus on the fact that the same kind of
discussions are being made in many fields such as literature, cultural anthropology, organizational
theory, systems theory and functional theory.

Keywords: Teleology, Serendipity, Bricolage, Synthesis, Latent function, Rhizome, Autopoiesis, Teal
Organization



