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Which Actors Influence Education Policy Process?:

A Case Study of Yokohama City, Kanagawa Prefecture

Takaaki Hirotani

Abstract

This study aims to reveal the actors that influence the education policy process using the case of
school consolidations and safety measures on school routes in Yokohama City, Kanagawa Prefecture.
The nature of the relationship between mayors and education administration is one of the major issues.
Previous studies state that mayors yield more influence over education policy now than they did before
the year 2000. However, the findings of previous studies are based on questionnaire survey analyses
and do not reveal how actors influence education policy. To solve this problem, this study used the
minutes of the regular meeting, standing committee, special committee, and data about the nature of the
discussion.

The following two results were obtained. First, the discussion on school consolidation mainly took
place in the arena related to education policy, with many statements made by education administration
actors. Second, safety measures on school routes were discussed mainly in the arena unrelated to
education policy, with many statements made by actors in the mayor bureau. These findings indicate
that the structure of influence differs depending on the content of education policy.

Keywords: Arena, Actor, Education Policy, School Consolidation, Safety Measures on School Routes
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