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Self-formation and Development as a Practitioner of Japanese Language
Education for Refugees: Based on Autoesnography and
Auto-TEM (Auto-Trajectory Equifinality Modeling)

Takao Tomono

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to describe the trajectory of the author as a practitioner of Japanese
language education for refugees and to present a model that can be used as a reference to train Japanese
language teachers/language learning supporters for refugees in the private sector such as NPOs and
independent individuals. Firstly, the author applied the research method of Trajectory Equifinality
Modeling (TEM) to himself to create a diagram called Auto-TEM. Then, based on this diagram, the
author described an autoethnography about the process of how he was able to continue to confidently
practice Japanese language education for refugees while experiencing daily growth as a professional.
After visualizing of the trajectory of the author’s own self-formation and growth through Auto-TEM and
the description of autoethnography, he applied them to generate a model that can be used for training
teachers and/or supporters as a tool of self-reflection.

Keywords: Japanese language education for refugees, Autoesnography, Trajectory Equifinality Modeling
(TEM), Auto-TEM, Human resources development model
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